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IndianWeavers

WEAVERS,weavingatbreakofday,

Whydoyouweaveagarmentsogay?...

Blueasthewingofahalcyonwild,

Weweavetherobesofanew-bornchild.

Weavers,weavingatfallofnight,

Whydoyouweaveagarmentsobright?..

Liketheplumesofapeacock,purpleandgreen,

Weweavethemarriage–veilsofaqueen.

Weavers,weavingsolemnandstill,

Whatdoyouweaveinthemoonlightchill?..

Whiteasafeatherandwhiteasacloud,

Weweaveadeadman’sfuneralshroud.

CriticalAppreciation:

LikeTagoreandAurobindoGhosh,SarojiniNaidutoowasmorethanapoet;shewas

oneofMatherIndia’smostgiftedchildren,readilysharingherburdenofpain,fiercely

articulatingheragoniesandhopes,andgallantlystrivingtoredeem India.Shewasa

creatureofemotionandmemorywhosensedbeautyincolourandodourandsongand

movement.ThepanoramaofIndia’sagelesslifefascinatedherwithoutend.Hard

labouristhelotofthemassesinIndia,butwhathasmadethislifebearable-and

occasionally even enjoyable –is the stimulus given by the songs and rhythmic

movements.Inherearlypoems,SarojiniNaidutriedtocatchandreproduceinEnglish

Literaturetheliltandatmosphereoffolk-songs.

Thepoem “IndianWeavers”bySarojiniNaidualsocontainsthephilosophyoflifeand
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living.Intheshortpoem “IndianWeavers”theIndianWeaverssingthat,atbreakofday,

theyweavetherobesofanew-bornchild,atfallofnightaqueen’smarriage-veils,andin

themoonlightchill,“adeadman’sfuneralshroud.”SarojiniNaidusummarizesthe

humanlifesuccinctlyshowingthecycleofbirth,youthanddeath.

Inthefirststanza,thepoetenquiresabouttheweaverswhosingastheyweaveand

asksthem whattheyweavesoearlyinthemorningwhiletheraysofsunlighthitthe

earth.Thegarmentthattheyseem tobepreparingiscolourfulandvibrantandthe

weaverstooappeartobeinhappymood.Theweaversanswerbysayingthattheyare

makingagarmentfora“new-bornchild”whichisofthecolourblue-thatblue,which

thehalyconbirdhasbeendippedin–gay,merry,brightandinnocentinappearance.

Thefactthatweaversweaveatthebreakofdayisveryimportant.Thestartofanew

dayhasbeenusedasametaphorforthestartofanew life.Thehalyconbird(a

mythicalbird)hasbeenusedasasimile,tosuggestthemajesticroyaltybecauseachild

istheapparitionofGodHimself.Thus,theoccasionofbeingbornonearthisbeing

celebratedsignifyingthearrivalofnewhopeintheworld.

Thesecondstanzaofthepoem issignificantasitdealswiththatpartofhumanlife

whichisaperiodofyouthandenergy.Itisaperiodoflifethatseeksalotoflabour,

activity,responsibilitiesthatneedtobeboreanddreamsthataretobefulfilled.Human

beingsaremostactiveduringthispartoftheirlife,eachasifcapableofconqueringthe

world.Astheweaversweaveagarmentofbrightcolourtowardsthefallofday,thepoet

asksthem thepurposeofthegarment.Theweaversannouncethattheyaremakingthe

“marriage-veilsofaQueen”,thatistobefeatherythin,and“Liketheplumesofa

peacock,purpleandgreen”.PurplesignifiestheextravaganceoftheKingsandpassion;

whilegreenisacolourofnaturesignifyingyouth,healthandbeauty.Themarriage-veils

suggestthesteppingoftheyouthintoadulthood.

Thelaststanzatakesthereaderstothelaststageoflifewhichleavesthereaders

broodingovertheultimateend.Thepoetaskstheweaverswhytheyweaveatthedead

ofnight,whennatureisstillanditisverycoldandchilly.Theweaversappearquietand

composedandreplyinlowertonesthattheyareweavingthedeath–shroudforfuneral

ofthosethathavedied.Onthissaddeningandgrievingoccasion,theweaversare

makingthe“deadman’sshroud”,whichisaswhiteasabird’sfeather,andwhiteasa

cloud.Theweaversworkinresolutesilenceand solemnityoutofrespectto the

departedsoul.Theword“feather”denotesthatasthebodyislifeless,thereisnoweight

containedinthatman.“Clouds”indicatethedomainofGodthatissupposedtobe

beyondandthroughtheclouds.

IndianWeaversandtheirloom hasoccupiedtheimaginationoftheIndianpoetsfor

long.ThePoetandSeerKabirusedtoweavehispoems,coupletsaroundthehandloom,

thetapestryandtheprocessofweaving.Theweavingofclothisalikespendingdaysof
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lifecarefullytakingcarethatthethreadsdonotbreakandtheweavingissmooth.Kabir

hadinsistedthattheclothoflifeisquitedelicateandpureandthewearershouldtryto

maintainthepurityoflife.Weavingmetaphoricallysuggeststheprocessofcreationas

wellwherecolours,designsandpatternsaremadeinvariouswaysandthecreatorisa

privilegedandpowerfulone.

AccordingtoGreekmythology,theFateswerepersonifiedasthreeveryoldwomenwho

spinthethreadsofhumandestiny.TheirnameswereClotho,LachesisandAtropos.

Clothospunthe‘thread’ofhumanfate,Lachesisdispensedit,andAtroposcutthe

thread(thusdeterminingtheindividual’smomentofdeath).Thus,thepoem “Indian

Weavers”canbecalledasanamalgamationofboththeGreekandIndianmythology,

respondingtoman’scycleoflife-themakersofdestiny.Withitsbroadnessofview,the

poem accommodatesboththepersonalaswellastheuniversal,inoneknot,thatlifeis.

Inthispoem,SarojiniNaidudigressesfrom thethemeofthemajorityofherpoemsthat

revolvearoundIndia,loveforIndiaandpatriotism andfocusesmoreonthephilosophy

oflifeanditstruth.Thesentimentsandimageryandtheperfectmanagementofthe

rhythm andtheinternalandterminalrhymeshasmadethissongoneofthemost

popularofSarojiniNaidu’spoems.
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